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TORRES DEL PAINE NATIONAL PARK

ABOUT PARK

“Torres del Paine” National Park [#-50.979737, -72.800511] (Parque Nacional
Torres del Paine) (www.parquetorresdelpaine.cl/en) is one of the most famous for
hiking and trekking national parks in Patagonia and worldwide, it is also the

largest (~238,298 hectares or 2,382 km?, its shape is roughly an oval ~70x40 km)
and most visited parks in Chile (in 2016, ~252,447 annually visitors, >50% not
Chileans). The word “Torres” means from Spanish “Towers”, while “Paine”,
meaning “Blue” as color, is derived from a language which was/is still used by
“Tehuelche” or “Aonikenk” indigenous Pre-Hispanic people, who are living in the
Southern Patagonia region for more than 14,500 years, and were predominant
here in the Pre-Columbian Era of Patagonia and South America.

The park was created in 1959 and named as “Torres del Paine” in 1970, while
declared as a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO in 1978. Three gigantic granite rock
towers shoot high-sky, resembling to some either three “teeth” or “fangs”, to
others “horns” or three “knife blades”, to me personally, they look more like
spikes on the back and the tail of a prehistoric dinosaur called “Stegosaurus”, who
might had lived here 150 million years ago. Tallest tower from the three is 2501
m high, however, the tallest in the park is the neighboring “Cerro Paine Grande”
summit, ~ 2884 m high, some maps give 3005 m. These giants can be indeed






